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KSDK Ch. 5 St. Louis - Landfill lawsuit participants can return to court - 6/18/14 - Participants in a class-action lawsuit against the controversial Bridgeton Landfill have the right
to take the company back to court, a federal judge ruled last week. http://www.ksdk.com/story/news/local/2014/06/18/bridgeton-landfill-lawsuit-participants-court-addendum-
radiation/10735037/
 
Think Progress - Despite Industry Attacks, Americans Still Love the New Proposed EPA Carbon Rules - 6/18/14 - An eye-popping two-thirds of Americans support a new
federal rule cutting carbon dioxide emissions from the nation's power plants, according to a Wall Street Journal-NBC News poll unveiled late yesterday.
http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2014/06/18/3450299/wsj-nbc-poll-epa-carbon-rules/
 
Fuel Fix - Environmental regulator: Renewable energy is ‘unreliable and parasitic’ - 6/18/14 - Oil, gas and coal have boosted living conditions around the globe, but policies
to effectively replace those fossil fuels “with inferior energy sources” could undermine those improvements, a former Texas environmental regulator argues.
http://fuelfix.com/blog/2014/06/18/former-texas-regulator-renewable-energy-is-unreliable-and-parasitic/
 
Brownfield Ag News - POET: Report validates ‘biomass harvesting’ sustainability (audio) - 6/17/14 - The collection of corn cobs, leaves and husks from corn fields, for use in
the production of cellulosic ethanol, is not harmful to soil quality or the environment. That’s the conclusion of a study conducted by the USDA and Iowa State University.
http://brownfieldagnews.com/2014/06/17/poet-report-validates-biomass-harvesting-sustainability/
 
The Hill - Poll shows support for EPA’s climate rules - 6/18/14 - Two-thirds of United States residents support the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to reduce
power plants’ carbon dioxide emissions, according to a poll released Wednesday by NBC News and the Wall Street Journal. http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/209743-poll-
shows-support-for-epas-climate-rules
 
Wall Street Journal (blog) - Obama Carbon Rule Backed by Most Americans — WSJ/NBC Poll - 6/18/14 - More than two-thirds of Americans support President Barack
Obama’s new climate rule and more than half say the U.S. should address global warming even if it means higher electricity bills, according to a new Wall Street Journal/NBC News
poll. http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2014/06/18/obama-carbon-rule-backed-by-most-americans-wsjnbc-poll/
NOTE:  Paywall issues may keep you from seeing this article.  Full text is included at the end of this email.
 
Associated Press - Republican EPA chiefs to Congress: Act on climate - 6/18/14 - Top environmental officials for four Republican presidents are telling Congress what many
Republican lawmakers won't: Action is needed on global warming. EPA administrators for Richard Nixon, George H.W. Bush, George W. Bush and Ronald Reagan said Wednesday
they hoped to inject reason into a debate that is increasingly colored by politics. http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article575834/Republican-EPA-chiefs-to-
Congress-Act-on-climate.html
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Obama Carbon Rule Backed by Most Americans — WSJ/NBC Poll
 
http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2014/06/18/obama-carbon-rule-backed-by-most-americans-wsjnbc-poll/
 
By Amy Harder
 
More than two-thirds of Americans support President Barack Obama’s new climate rule and more than half say the U.S. should address global warming even if it means higher
electricity bills, according to a new Wall Street Journal/NBC News poll.
 
Widespread support for the carbon rule, unveiled by the Environmental Protection Agency earlier this month, is a rare bright spot for Mr. Obama, who otherwise received mostly low
marks by poll respondents on topics ranging from his overall competence to his administration’s decision to trade five imprisoned Taliban officials in exchange for the release of Sgt.
Bowe Bergdahl.
 
The poll finds that 67% of respondents either strongly or somewhat support EPA’s new rule, while only 29% oppose it. Americans are also increasingly willing to stomach higher
electricity costs in order to cut carbon emissions. More than half of poll respondents—57%—said they would support a proposal requiring companies to cut greenhouse gas
emissions that cause global warming even if it means higher utility bills. That figure is up 9 percentage points since October 2009.
 
The EPA on June 2 released a draft rule to regulate carbon emissions from hundreds of fossil-fired power plants across the U.S., including roughly 600 coal plants that will be hit the
hardest. Coal is the most plentiful electricity source, providing roughly 40% of the nation’s electricity, but it also emits about twice as much carbon as natural gas when burned. The
proposed rule mandates that power plants cut U.S. carbon-dioxide emissions 30% by 2030 compared to levels seen in 2005, an aggressive target that marks the first attempt at
limiting such pollution.
 
The EPA rule is the cornerstone of Mr. Obama’s climate-change agenda that both he and his top advisers, including EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, have been touting in recent
weeks. They also criticize lawmakers and interest-group leaders who doubt both the science behind climate change and the purpose of EPA’s rule. On both of these accounts, more
Americans are siding with the Obama administration than otherwise, according to the WSJ/NBC poll.
 
Americans today (61%) compared with five years ago (54%) say that climate change is occurring and that some sort of action should be taken.  This indicates that a majority of
Americans are out of step with most congressional Republicans who refuse to discuss climate change or propose policies to address it. The percentage of Americans who doubt
climate science and don’t think action should be taken is slightly less today (37%) compared to 2009 (41%).
 
Industry trade groups, especially the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, have criticized the rule and said it would impose high compliance costs onto utility companies and not make a
difference on a global scale in terms of carbon emissions. EPA and environmental groups backing the agency’s rule argue that the economic and public-health benefits of the rule far
outweigh the annual compliance costs, which EPA calculated would be up to $8.8 billion.
 
EPA and its proponents are garnering more support from Americans than those who criticize the agency. A majority of respondents—53%—agree with the position taken by EPA and
its supporters, while just 39% of poll respondents sided with the claims laid out by EPA’s opponents.
 
This support is in line with Americans’ overall support of — or at least neutral take on — EPA as a federal agency.
 
Of the seven public figures and groups the WSJ/NBC poll asked respondents to rate their feelings about, EPA had by far the least negative response. Just 28% of respondents said
they had a negative feeling toward the agency, nearly 10 percentage points lower than the other two least negative ratings: former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton (at 37% negative)
and Vice President Joe Biden (36% negative). The agency, which was established by Republican President Richard Nixon in 1970, also garnered the most neutral feelings out of all
seven public figures and groups at 27%. Forty percent of respondents said they had a positive feeling about EPA, second to Ms. Clinton at 44% and Mr. Obama at 41%. Broadly
speaking, half of all Americans say most federal regulations are necessary to protect the environment, up 10 percentage points since 1995.
 



The poll, conducted June 11 through 15, surveyed 1,000 adults and has a margin of error of plus or minus 3.1 percentage points.
 
David W. Bryan, APR
Press Officer/Public Affairs Specialist
Region 7 Office of Public Affairs
Environmental Protection Agency
11201 Renner Blvd, Lenexa, KS 66219
Phone - 913.551.7433
bb:  816.519.0697
Email - bryan.david@epa.gov
 
http://www.facebook.com/eparegion7
www.twitter.com/EPAregion7
www.scribd.com/eparegion7
 


